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And devout men carried Stephen to his burial and made great lamen- 
| tation over him. 


ACTS, viii. 2, 
— — | 
Doſt thou mourn Philander's fate ? 
I knozy thou ſay'ſt it. Says thy life the ſame ? 
He mourns the dead who lives as they defire, 
. ; Yo UN G, 
SHEFFIELD: 


PRINTED FOR JOHN SMITH; AND SOLD BY J. BINNS, LEEDS; 
J. MAT THEWS, STRAND, T. CHAPMAN, FLEET-STREET, AND 
M. TRAPP, PATERNOSTER-ROW, LONDON, 


1794. 


A 
SERMON, &c. 


Ifaiah lvil. f. f 


TRE RIGHTEOUS PERISHETH, AND NO MAN LAYETH IT 


G o NE Ip | 
TO HEART; AND MERCIFUL MEN ARE TAKEN AWAY, 


NONE CONSIDERING THAT THE RIGHTEOUS 1S TAKEN 
AWAY FROM THE EVIL TO COME. 


Y an irrevocable decree of God, every ſon of 
Adam is doomed to death and corruption, f.om 

the man who lives in princely grandeur, to him 
who ſolicits the refuſe of the ſumptuous table. The 
event which has given occaſion to our preſent meet- 


ing ſhews us what ſhadows we are, and in what 


an affecting ſituation we are individually placed. 


Our preſent reſidence, in various particulars, reſem- 
bles a waſte, inhoſpitable wilderneſs; an Aceldama, 5 


a vaſt field of blood; a Golgotha, a place of ſkulls. 
The groans and agonies of the dying addreſs us from 
every quarter, We are compaſſed about with 


graves. The aſhes of the dead are ſcattered all over 


the path of life, What hayoc is made in our fa- 


> = milies 


— 
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milies and friendſhips! Hew many are hurried to 


their long home, when, in our expectatious and 
hopes, they were only juſt entering upon their 
courſe of uſefulneſs! Our acquaintance in rapid 
ſucceſſion vanith away, and the places which once 
knew them now know them no more. They have 
paid us their laſt viſit, They have pronounced their 
final adieu. Thoſe ſocial interviews which we an- 
ticipated with ſuch pleaſure, in which we were ſo 
often inſtructed, and from which we departed with 
equal regret, are all come to their intended period, 
But is nothing left to engage our remembrance of 
them ?—Yes. Their example of devotion to God; 


the hope—the aſſurance of their union with the 


ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. 


The whole ſpace, between the day of our birth 


and the day of our death, is one perpetual revolu- 


tion. In this changing ſtare ſhall all things continue, 
till the ſprings of life are exhauſted, till the univer- 
ſal conflagration. All created good is ſubject to 
change, and liable to be loſt. The bed of ſickneſs 
and the land of ſilence are before us. Shall we then 
ſuffer ourſelves to be deluded from attention to the 
eternal realities of religion, by the trifling cares and 
pleaſures of life ?—lIt is a melancholy fact, that the 
generality of people are too gay, too buſy, too idle, 
or too diſſipated, for the exerciſes and enjoyments of 
genuine piety; that, however they are forced to ac - 

knowledge the doctrine of a particular providence 
in regard to the diſſolution of human nature, they 


never r apply on doctrine to themſelves; 


f and 


CS 


and that, while they live in no degree of preparation 
for their great change, they will be found deſtitute 
and wretched in'the immediate view of it. 


The reſources of the laſt enemy are infinitely 
various. An unwholeſome blaſt of air, a cold, a 
ſurfeit, a feyer, a conſumption may ſhake the 
ſtrongeſt fabric, and ſend us in the flower of our age 
drooping to the grave. The very means of ſupport- 
ing our exittence often ſubſerve the deſtruction of 
it. Any flight, caſual ſtroke, at firſt hardly felt or 
treated with indifference, may unravel the thread 
of life as effectually as the fierceſt diſeaſe can cut it 
aſunder. The operations of death are frequently 
moſt ſecret. They are covered with ſuch obſcurity. 
that we cannot obſerve them, and carried on with 
ſuch ſilence and caution that we may not feel them, 
till the moment they ſink us to the duſt, Our health 
and ſpirits, in the higheſt degree of vigour; may have 
received ſome unthought of ſtroke, which ſhall pre- 
ſently reduce us to, a leyel with the moſt debilitated: 
and afflicted of beings. There are ten thouſand 
undiſcovered avenues by which the enemy may gain 
acceſs to the ſeat of life. Amidſt the bloom of 
youth, the pride of beauty, the ambition of honour, - 
the avarice of gain, the vanity of greatneſs, and the 
luſt of pleaſure, let us never forget that the troubles 
of life and the pains of death ſometimes come as a | 1 
thief in the night, ſuddenly and unexpectedly, when | A 
men are aſleep and moſt unprepared for ſuch awful 4 
events. How tremendous is the reflection Sud- 
den death, to thoſe who are unchanged and unſancti- 
| fied 
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| fed by the grace of God, is the heavie judgment 


that can poſſibly be inflicted, for it perfects all the 
threatenings of His word, in that tate where the 


wicked never ceaſe from troubling, and where the 
weary are never at reſt. 


But whateyer may be the means or the time of 
death in reterence to righteous and merciful men, 
whether a lingering illneſs or a ſudden ſtroke of pro- 
vidence bring them to their graves, they ſhall be 
ſupported and crowned with inconceivable glory. 
The bitterneſs of death is paſt; the ſting of it is taken 
out. To them the king of terrors is the harbinger 
of peace, his ſceptre is broken, his crown is fallen, 
his kingdom is deſtroyed. The laſt enemy is recon- 
ciled and become their friend, and all things previous 
to and in- luded in their diſſolution work together 
for their good. The laſt days of the righteous are 
their beſt days. Their ſun never ſets in darkneſs. 
Mark the perfect man, and behold the apright, for : 
the end and reward of that man is peace. Though 
they may feel and diſcover much ſorrow on account 
of their fins and imperfections, they will fix their 
hopes on His merits wiio is able to ſave to the utter- 
moſt. His ſovereign and immutable love ſhed abroad 
in their hearts will inſpire and ſtrengthen their pa- 
tience under the moſt excruciating pain ; and con- 
fiding in the unerring wiſdom of His conduct, and 
the exceeding great and precious promiſes of His 
covenant, they will reſign themſelves with all their - 
connexions and attachments to the good pleaſure of 


His will. The fear of death, which often quickens 


MM 


: AE. 
dhe progreſs of diſeaſe, is moſt prevalent when the 


object 1s viewed at a diſtance. On the near approach - - 


of it, on a cloſe acquaintance with it, the diſtraction 
of fear and terror is ſucceeded by tranquillity and 
Jjoy, with the full aſſurance of a bleſſed reſurreQiog 
from the valley of the ſhadow of death, and an 
abundant entrance into the regions of eternal life, 


Before J proceed, it is neceſſary that I draw the 
outlines of a character ſo peculiarly diſcriminated and 
intcreſting, that you may not only deſire to die the 
death of the ſpiritual ſeed of Iſrael, but at the fame 
time be diſpoſed and determined to live their lives. 


I. They are rightequs before God. Jeſus Chriſſ 
is the Lord their righteouſneſs. He gave Himſelf 
for them, that He might abſolve them from their 
original and actual guilt, that they might be made 
holy and without blame before Him in love, and 
that He might preſent them, without {pot or wWrin- 
kle or any ſuch thing, before the throne of His | 
glory. Juſtified by His obedience to death, and 
called out of darkneſs into marvellous light, who 
ſhall lay any thing to their charge? Who is he that 
condemneth ? Can any oppoſition endanger the ſe- 
curity of their ſtate ? Are their expectations of ce- 
jeſtial happineſs to be cut off by the mutations and 
troubles of time ? Nay, in all theſe things they are 
. more than conquerors, through Him that loved them. 
There are many, that diſplay great ardour for the | 
doctrine of juſtification by the death of Chriſt, who 
Fe Krangers ! to the ſublime enjoyments of this grand 


truth 


(8) 


truth, LF! who Wiener but a very partial attention 
to the holy example of its author. But, deſtitute of 
this, though they could boaſt the orthodoxy of an- 
gels, they are only as ſounding braſs and tinkling 
cymbals. On the contrary, they who are eſſentially 
vighteous and ſhall inherit the kingdom of God, 
thew their faith by the amiableneſs of their tempers 
and the uniform piety of their lives, Like Caleb 
they follow the Lord fully in every path of duty, 
knowing that they can neyer ſee Him as He is, un- 
ja Pry bear His yoke, 
| 
II. They are merciful among men, The Sa- 
viour explains and enjoins this part of the character, 
in His parable of the man who fell among thieves 
on his way from Jeruſalem to Jericho. Stripped and | 
_ wounded and ready to expire, he ſaw a prieſt and a 
levite paſs by the place where he lay in his blood, 
without any regard to the miſery which their pro- 
feſſion bound them to compaſſionate and aſſiſt. At 
length a certain Samaritan, a man of a different reli- 
gion, a man between whoſe countrymen and the 
Jews the bittereſt enmity ſubfiſted, —this man, as 
ſoon as he ſaw the dying Iſraclite, was moved with 
the moſt tender concern and inſtantly ſhewed mercy. 
Go thou and do likewiſe. It is very difficult in 
fuch cafes as theſe to determine who are made moſt 
happy, they who delight in the free and generous 
exerciſe of mercy or r they to whom it is extended, 
When | 
| Tube quality of mercy is not ſtrain'd, 
But droppeth asthe gentle rain from heavth' © | 
2 | Upon 


( 8 
Upon the place beneath; it is twice bleſt: Th 
It blefleth him that gives and him that takes, 


and brings the ſons of men to the neareſt polkkie re- 
ſemblance” of Him who breathed out His life in 
prayers and apologies for His inveterate murderers. 
Mercy is the brighteſt perfection of the chriſtian 
character. It is founded on the love of God and 


animated by ambition for His glory in the welfare 
of His creatures. The ſubjects of it will rejoice to 


bear their part in works and labours of love without 
any partiality of prejudice for parties or countries:; 
and, as they are ſupplied from above, the pure ſtream 


of mercy will continue to flow till it returns to its 


original immenſity. 


In whatever relationſhip we conſider ſach men, 
their exiſtence will prove a blefling, and their death 


will be deplored as a loſs; a loſs exactly proportionate 


to the importance of their lives. Through all ages 
of the church, God has made His faithful ſervants 
the envy-and admiration of the world, even in the 


bumbleſt ſtations. Every one acquainted with the 


ſacred writings will naturally recolle& the words of 
Laban. to Jacob. He ſaid unto him; I pray thee, if 


I have found favour in thine eyes, tarry: for I have 


learned by experience that the Lord hath bleſſed me 
© for thy lake,” To the ſame purport is the hiſtory 


of Joſeph in the houſe of Potiphar. The Lord was 


with him and he was a proſperous man, and his 
maſter ſaw that the Lord was with him, and that 


k 


** 


f ('2®. } | 
the Lord made all that he did to proſper in his hand, 
And it came to paſs that the Lord bleſſed the Egyp- 
tian's houſe for Joſeph's ſake, and the bleſſi g of the 


Lord was upon all that he had in the houſe and in the 
field. 


The righteous and merciful, in every depart- 


| ment of life, are like the ark of God in the houſe of 


Obededom. They are as the ſun when he goeth 
forth in his might, diffuſing light and bleſſings in 
domeſtic and ſocial life, in the church and in the 
world. When we are bereaved of them, how great 
will be our loſs? Were they the miniſters, the am- 
baſſadors of Chriſt? Were they the wiſe and faith- 
ful ſtewards of the manifold grace of God? Were 
they the watchful, tender ſhepherds of His flock ? 
Were they our ſpiritual inſtructors, our friends, our 


fathers ?—Then, with the Epheſian elders, we ſhall 
de greatly diſtreſſed at the thought of ſeeing them 


no more, and being deprived of every advantage re- 
ſulting from their perſonal reſidence and benevolent 
exertions among us. In their departure we loſe their 
friendly viſits, their inſtructive converſation, their 
wiſe counſel, their generous ſympathy, their fer- 


vent prayers, their bright eee and all their 
public uſefulneſs. | 


Such is the loſs you have ſuſtained in the death 
of my reſpected friend and brother Mx. PRI E. To 
what extent you may be made to feel it, cannot yet 


de known. It perhaps may be long before the Head 


of the church ſend you another paſtor. In ſhort, a 
variety 


(1k 3 


variety of unexpected difficulties may preſeut them- 
ſelves. Therefore you ought to be cool in your de- 
liberations, firmly united among yourſelves, and 
ambitious to obviate the charge of ſtoical apathy, 
of that brutiſh inſenſibility which the prophet ſo 
pathetically laments in the text. Lay this diſpenſa- | 
tion to heart. Then you will meet the judge of all 
with boldneſs, then you will prove the joy and 
crown of your miniſter, and you will mutually par- 
ticipate all the immunities and | glory of the church 
triumphant, 


As the death of righteous and merciful men 
is a general loſs, I will endeavour to ſhew you the 
neceſſity and the means of improving ſuch lolernn, 
events. 


I. This obligation preſuppoſes a juſt eſtimate 
and a due reverence of their character. For theſe 
purpoſes let us ſelect a few of thoſe declarations. of 
the word of God, which are geſcriptive of their 
ſuperior- dignity and blefſedneſs. They are the ob- 
jects· of everlaſting love, and redeemed by the preci- 
ous. blood of Chriſt, as of a lamb: without blemiſſi 
and without ſpot. They are renewed in the ſpirit 
of their minds, made partakers of the divine nature, 
and ſealed by the Holy Spirit of promiſe to the day 

of eternal redemption. The Lord hath choſen them 
for His peculiar treaſure. They are a crown of 
glory, and a royal diadem in His hand. They are 
His: portion and the lot of His inheritance, and they 
6 B : ſhall 
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(un) 
mall be His in the day when He makes up His 
jewels. Angels are their miniſtering ſpirits and 
wait to welcome their arrival in the manſions that 
are prepared for them, where they ſhall reign as 


kings and prieſts unto God for ever and ever. 


The greatneſs of the regenerate character is con- 


firmed by the concurring teſtimony of friends and ene- 


mies. David ſpeaks of them as the excellent of the 
earth, in whom was all his delight ; and Moſes choſe 


rather to ſuffer affliction with them than to enjoy 


the guilty pleaſures of a court. The character of 
the ſon of Jeſſe was moſt eminently exalted by the 
very man who ſought his deſtruction. Saul lifted 
up his voice and wept, and he ſaid T hou art more 
* righteous than I, for thou haſt rewarded me good, 
£ whereas I have rewarded thee evil.“ Balaam, though 
his heart was devoted to the wages of unrighteouſ- 
neſs, deſired to die the death of the righteous, and 
prayed that his laſt end might be like theirs. When 
thoſe infatuated votaries of the world who now 
hold the righteous and merciful in derifion, ſee them 
at the right hand of their judge, with what unuttera- 
ble agony of ſpirit will they exclaim We fools 
accounted their lives madneſs, and their end to be 
* without honour, How are they numbered among 


© the children of od, and. their lot is among the 
£ ſaints 


* 


II. It is neceſſary that we ſhould be afefted, on 


the death of the — with every ſentiment of 


genuine 


(.13.5) 


genuine and humble ſorrow. An unfecling diſpoſi- 


tion is the diſgrace of humanity and the bane, of reli- 
gion. It is neither inconſiſtent with a manly nor 
a chriſtian ſpirit to weep over the graves of our 
deceaſed relations and friends. Religion does not de- 
ſtroy our paſſions but refines them from ſenſuality, 
and influences their operations in ſuch a delightful 
manner, that they can neither ſink us into the ſtupor 
of indifference, nor riſe, in the impatience of re- 
bellion, againſt the conduct of heaven in any of-its 
moſt afflicting diſpenſations. When we mourn the 
loſs of good men without murmuring, we fulfil a 
duty which is reſpectful to them, uſeful to others, 
honourable to ourſelves, and pleaſing to God. 
When Samuel died, all the Iſraelites were gathered 
together and lamented him. Thus Joſiah was la- 
mented by Jeremiah. Devout men carried Stephen 
to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. 
The apoſtle Paul, writing to the Philippians on the 
dangerous ſickneſs of Epaphroditus, ſays, But God 
© had mercy on him; and not on him only, but on 
* me alſo, leſt I ſhould have ſorrow upon ſorrow.” 
The Lord Jeſus Himſelf, when He ſaw the Jews 
and Mary weeping at the grave of Lazarus, groaned 
in ſpirit and was Ee and wept with them. 


If we, in imitation of theſe illuſtrious examples, 
lay the death of the righteous to heart, we ſhall ſtill 
maintain communion with them. We ſhall love to 
viſit the places where we laſt ſaw them, and to re- 
| vollect their _ words, Woes various other circum- 


ſtances 


Rr. 


( 14 ) 
ſtances which to feeling minds I have no need td 
particularize. Sometimes, in imagination we ſhall | 
bring them back to this ſtate of guilt and tribula- 
tion, ſeat them at our tables, fix our eyes on them, 
liſten to them, converſe and weep and rejoice toge- 
ther, as when they ſojourned with us in theſe tents 
of Kedar. At our church meetings and ſacraments 
and other public ſervices, we ſhall often be as if we 
ſaw and heard our miniſters again. Being dead they 
will yet ſpeak, and probably with much greater ef- 
fect than when they were literally among us. When 
we are thus influenced by affectionate ſotrow for the 
dead, in our own perſons and behaviour we ſhall 
give a kind of immortality to their amiableneſs as 
men, their piety as chriſtians, and their preaching 
as miniſters. 


—— Our ſmitres friends 

Are angels ſent on errands full of love. 

For us they languiſh and for us they die. 

And ſhall they languiſh, ſhall they die in vain 5 
Snall we diſdain their filet, ſoft addreſs = 
Senſeleſs, as herds that graze their hallow'd graves, 
Tread under foot their agonies and groans, 
Fruſtrate their anguiſh, and * their deaths ? 


III. When righteous men periſh, and when 
mercitul men are taken away from the evil to come, 
their: ſurvivors, particularly thoſe who were con- 
nected with them, are called to ſerious reflection. 
Thoſe who do not ſorrow without hope will never 
forrow without thought, While they mourn 6ver 


- 


| the afflifting conduct of providence, they know wow 


do improve it. 


In general, we are en awakened from the ingrati- 
tude with which we receive our mercies and the ſu- 
pinenels i in which we poſſeſs them, by their priva- 
tion. Then, under all the diſtraction of our aggra- 

vated guilt, we alternately arrajgn the wiſdom and 


n 


— 1 ſo falls out 

That what | we babe we prize not to the worth 
Whiles we enjoy it: but, being lack'd and loſt, 
"Why, then we rack the valne, then we find 

The virtue that poffefſion would not ſhew us 
Whites ; it was ours... 


juſtice of God, and pour forth execrations on our 
own folly. This tate of agitation renders us inca+ 
pable of ſerious, ſteady refleQion, as well as the dif- 
charge of eyery othef duty peculiar to theſs awful 
circumſtances. Had the prophet Jonah ſeen and ac- 
knowledged the benign hand of God, in the gourd 
that was ſpread oyer him to deliver him from has 


grief, he would not have been ſo peeviſh and angry 
when it withered and died. Thoſe favours, the ex- 
iſtence of which is moſt ſanctified by gratitude to 
their author, will be moſt ſubmiſſively reſigned, and 


will ſecure the greateſt ſpiritual improvement in our 


own fouls and in all our gonnexions, perhaps for a 
long fucecſon of years. That the effects produced | 
by the frequent breaches which are made, in our 
houſes, neighbourhoods, and congregations, by the 
all 9 arm of death, may not be as a morning 


cloud 


(6-2 
cloud and as the early dew that goeth away; let ug 
bend all our intellectual powers to the due confider- 
ation and wiſe improvement of them. The Lord's 
hand hath done theſe things, His voice crieth in 
them, and the man of wiſdom will ſee His name, 
will hear the rod and who hath appointed it. 


We are not only to conſider who is the imme- 
diate author of theſe chaſtening events, but likewiſe 
the particular cauſes and probable deſigns of them. 
Here we muſt reflect how far our follies and crimes 
have contributed to the loſs of the ifighteous and 
merciful, in whoſe exiſtence we might haye been 
greatly bleſſed, had we known the day of our viſi- 
tation. For inſtance, you as a church and people 
are now under a dark cloud. The guide of your 
youth, the comfort of your declining years, the meſ- 
fenger of God's love to you is called home. How 
did you eſteem him? Highly in love for his work's 
fake? What was your behaviour towards him ? 
Did you know and honour him as a man that 
watched for your ſouls? Was it your glory to en- 
courage his heart and hold up his hands, by your cloſe 
walking with God, and your affectionate walking 
with each ether ?—Be not afraid of knowing the 
worſt of yourſelves in relation to his,deceaſe, Has 
the Head of the church taken this treaſure away from 
you in anger, becauſe you had made yourſelves un- 
wWorthy of it?—Then you bave much reaſon to 
weep, not for him but for yourſelves, and, with holy 8 
compunction of mind, to look to the fountain of 4 
mercy, that the judgment you have contributed to 
1 e * 


Cn ; 
draw down may be fully averted. In order that we 


may all be ſuitably affected with the death of our 
dear, departed friend, let us reflect on the aboundings 


of infidelity in the world, on the alarming progreſs 
of indifference, bigotry, diſcord and error in the 


churches, and on the great ſcarcity of wile and faith- 
ful labourers in the harveſt. 


IV. To lay the death of the righteous to heart 


implies that we ſhould appropriate their virtues. 
They have little claim to our attention in conſe- 


quence of their deſcent or riches or knowledge. With 


very few exceptions, they are poor and illiterate, and | 
without any exception, they are depraved and guilty. 


But the- invincible grace of God has wrought in 
them both to will and to do of His good pleaſure and 


brought them into a ſtate of growing conformity to 


Him who is the perfection of all natural and moral 
excellencies. Thus they become the ſalt of the 


earth and the light of the world. Their wiſdom, 


their humility, their charity, their zeal, their uſe- 


fulneſs, their integrity, {hall all be found to praiſe 
and honour and glo y, at the appearing of Jeſus 


Chriſt, 


* 


The ſubjects of infidelity are not only blind to 


thoſe celeſtial excellencies, but they unitedly treat 
them with the utmoſt contempt and deteſtation. 
The bad tempers and conduct of. ſome, who have 


_ aſſumed the profeſſion without the principles of reli- 


gion, may in many inſtances have given riſe to their 


/ 
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in the church militant, or for the glory to which he 


( 18 ) 


rancour, but the more univerfal cauſe is a certain 


dread of the character when ſtrictly ſupported as re- 
proving and condemning their evil deeds; for every 
one that doeth evil bateth ther light, neither cometh 
to the light, leſt his deeds ſhould be reproved. But 
the wiſe and good are not only bleſt with capacity 
for the contemplation of the character, and with 
taſte for the enjoy ments of righteous and merci- 
ful men, they alſo diſplay the moſt ardent deſire to 
tranſcribe their excellencies into their own lives. 
This defire is founded on evangelical obedience to 
the injunctions of ſcripture, particularly theſe. Be 
not flothful, but followers of them, who through 
faith and patience inherit the promiſes. Remember 
thoſe who have the rule over you, who have ſpo- 
ken to you. the word of God; whoſe faith. follow, 
conſidering the end of their converſation, Then 
they will neither have lived nor died in vain, This 
defire ariſes from ſincere reſpect and affection for 
our brethren, for our miniſters, who are gone be- 
fore us to their eternal home. It is one of the beſt 
evidences of our gratitude for them. It is the moſt 
certain way of reflecting honour on their memory, 
and of deriving perpetual advantage from the gifts 
and graces beſtowed upon them. While we are no- 
bly aiming to excel thoſe, who in their: day were 
the moſt excellent of the earth, we ſhall abundantly. 
increaſe in knowledge, holineſs, uſefulneſs, and com- 
fort. The virtues poſſeſſed by your late miniſter 
were not given-merely to qualify. him for his ſtation. 


. 


(729. 
is raiſed in the church triumphant, but that you .-_- 
might be ſtimulated to diligence by whatever was . = 
exemplary in his life or defirable in his death. In 
this ſenſe, your connexion with him cannot be diſ- 
ſolved. As far as you know he followed Chriſt, you 
are under various obligations to follow him, till you 


meet him on mount Zion, the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jeruſalem. 


V. If we lay the death of the righteous to heart, 
we ſhall exert ourſelves to repair their loſs. In moſt 
caſes this is difficult, in ſome it is impoſſible, You 
are now in an afflicting ſtate of uncertainty. Though 
you may ſoon meet with another preacher as ac- 
ceptable and even more able than the man who is 
juſt taken away from you, he may not be fo amiable Bo 
in diſpoſition, nor ſo ſuitable to you in his general 
character. I do not ſpeak this to diſcourage your 
hopes, but to quicken your exertions. The Lord 
of the vineyard has through all periods raiſed up a 
ſucceſſion of faithful labourers. He ſent Joſſiua to 
ſucceed Moſes. He commanded the ſpirit of Elijah 
to reſt upon Eliſha, He choſe Paul, who was ſo 
active in the death of Stephen, to acknowledge and | 
defend the very doctrines to which that firſt of mar- th 
tyrs gave the teſtimony of his blood. The Lord 
Jeſus, while His little church was weeping over the | = 
declaration of His approaching departure, promiſed BR, Þ 
that He would ſend them another comforter. He : 
will never be a wilderneſs, or a land of darkneſs to 
His ranſomed. His power and love are immutable, 
n as the evidences of His truth multiply with 


C | time, 
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time, our belief is more obligatory, and our reception 
of comfort more certain and eaſy. Vet He will be 
enquired of ſor whatever He has promiſed. His 
oracles muſt be conſulted, and His throne ſupplicated. 
On this head, I would earneſtly. recommend the 
example of Daniel recorded ſo fully in the ninth 
chapter of his prephecy. Can we ſuppoſe that our 
heavenly father will diſpenſe with that in us which 
He enjoined on the mediator of the covenant? Ask 
© oF ME, and I ſhall give thee the heathen for thine 
© inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth 
« for thy poſſeſſion.” You cannot be ignorant that 
He had no ſatisfaction in the fulfilment of any pro- 
miſe relating to His mediatorial work but through 
the travail of His ſoul. 5 


They who are preſumptuous and licentious in 
the houſehold of faith, will be like the people of 
Iſrael who were not grieved for the affliction of Jo- 
ſeph. They will lay nothing to heart. So far 

from helping the cauſe of Chriſt in a day of trouble, 
| they are the greateſt hinderances of it. Inſtead of 
mourning the death of its public advocates, they re- - 
joice in being delivered from the plague of their 
faithful dealings. If unhappily they hold any ſtation 
of influence, they will exert it, to the ruin of the 
congregation, on behalf of a ſucceſſor, one of the 
moſt guilty of fallen men, who ſhall propheſy 
ſmooth things. The cunning craftineſs of ſuch, 
is more to be dreaded than the moſt furious outs 
tion of our ayowed enemies. 


The 


(20 
The man who is concerned to repair the be- 
reavements of God's houſe muſt be firmly attached 
to His truth, he muſt poſſeſs a lively concern for the 
eſtabliſhment and proſperity of thoſe inſtitutions 
whoſe grand object is the promulgation of that truth, 
he muſt diſplay the wiſdom and ardour of his zeal 
for perſonal uſefulneſs, he muſt riſe ſuperior to the 
contracted views and illiberal conduct of a party ſpi- 
rit, he muſt be a man of holy, harmleſs manners, 
and, finally, he who is properly affected with the loſs 
of good men, and who ſhall become inſtrumental of 
filling up their ſtations in the houſehold of faith, is a 
man who lives near to God in the ſolemn and de- 
lightful exerciſes of devotion. 


% 


Laying the death of the righteous and merciful 
to heart implies gratitude for their happineſs, that 
they are taken away from the evil to ceine. A few 
days ago we ſaw many of them weary and heavy 
laden under the difficulties and tribulations of life, 
we ſaw them waſting away and giving up the ghoſt; 
but in this ſtate, we ſhall never fee them again. . 
After a rough voyage, they have gained the defired 
| haven, The tedious, dangerous journey of life is 
finiſhed, and they have ſafely arrived at home. Their 
conflicts are crowned with complete victory. The 
lamb in the midſt of the throne now leads them to 
living fountains of waters. They are arrayed in the 
perfect robes of His righteouſneſs and dignified with 
never fading crowns of glory. In all their hands are 
palms of victory and triumph. His ſmiles perpe- 
tually irradiate and diffuſe ynutterable joy, and with 


myriads 


E 


myriads of angels they ſurround His throne and ex- 
ult in the celebration of His praiſe. Now all their 
maladies are healed, all their wants are ſupplied, and 
they ſhall ſorrow no more at all. They are delivered 
from the body of fin and death. The lewd, profane 
converſation of the wicked will never vex them 
more. The fiery darts of their grand adverſary, the 
envenomed ſhafts of a malevolent worid, cannot 
reach them. The animoſities and diſcords in which 
they were once involved, and which gave them ſo 
much affliction, are exchanged for ſerene and peaceful 


regions, for univerſal love and uninterrupted har- 
mony. Their friendſhip is immutable, and the de- 
lightſul union of their fpirits never to be diſſolved. 
Their happineſs infinitely exceeds the defires of 
their pilgrimage on earth, and will prove coeyal 
with His exiſtence who is the Alpha and Omega of 
their ſalvation. With them there is no evil to 
come. Before the flood, God ſhut Noah in the ark. 
Before He poured out His vengeance upon Sodom, 
He conducted righteous Lot into Zoar. Before He 
executed His threatenings againſt Judah, He made 
this gracious promiſe to Joſiah: I will gather thee 
* unto thy fathers, and thou ſhalt be gathered into, 
* thy grave in peace, and thine eyes ſhall not ſee all 
«* the evil which I will bring upon this place. So, be- 
fore dark and perilous times, He frequently calls 
home many of His moſt eminently righteous and 
merciful people to that better country, where the 
rough blaſts of Lalamity oa never diſturb their 
Joys- 
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No more they think of tempeſt, mis' ry, pains or death, 
Of ſtorms above them or of wrecks beneath. 

On the broad deep they float, with infinite delight; 

Their ſeas for ever calm, their ſkies for ever bright. 


This—this is the happy ſtate of our relations and 
friends, who faithfully endured the croſs of Chriſt, 
and deſpiſed the ſcorn of men. In this inconceivable 
glory we ſhall ſee them, we ſhall be united with 
them and a great multitude which no man can num- 
ber, in everlaſting hallelujahs to Him who hath horn 
our fins and carried our ſorrows. While therefore 
we mourn the loſs of the huſband, the father, the 
friend, the miniſter—we qught to be thankful for 
his gain; that he is taken away from all the evil 
that may threaten his family, his church, his coun- 
try; and that, after a few more revolying periods of 
tribulation, he and all the glorified will congratu- 
late us on our eſcape from the perils of life and wel- 
dome our arrival in the paradiſe of God. 


As the Micſings of ſalvation are inſeparable from 
the exiſtence of internal grace, I will now proceed 
to ſhew how far his perſonal intereſt in the firſt was 
decided by the evidence he gave of the laſt. But 1 
ſhall avoid praiſing the dead beyond the probability 
of rendering his character and example uſeful to the 
living. Under the animating aſſurance that the 
eulogium of his friends and the detraction of his 
enemies are loſt in the approbation of his Lord and 
maſter, I cannot ſacrifice truth to adulation or cha- 
rity to the obnoxious ſpirit of invective. | 
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MR. PRIcE leſt no biographical materials. If 

- he kept any diary, it was deſtroyed before he was 
confined to his chamber; a circumſtance the more 
to be regretted as the early part of his life was diſ- 
tinguiſhed by ſome remarkable interpoſitions of pro- 
vidence, which I cannot recollect with ſufficient 
accuracy for the merit of public attention. I only 
know that he was born in January 1757, in Pem- 
brokeſhire, South Wales, and that, at the age of 
fifteen, he became a member of a baptiſt church 
there. Two years after this, he began to preach 
occaſionally in different parts of the neighbourhood, 
which courſe he continued to the time of his admiſ- 
fion into the academy at Briſtol, in 1777. Here he 
remained, under the tuition of the Rev, Hugh 
Evans and afterwards of. his fon the Rev. Caleb 
Evans, three years. At the expiration of that time, 
he ſettled at Leeds, where he preached the word of 
God with little interruption and various ſucceſs till 
within a few weeks of his deceaſe, making a period 


of fourteen years. 


He was a man of a fine natural temper, of a 
lowly, tender ſpirit, gentle unte all even as a nurſe 
that cheriſheth her children. To forgive injuries 
and alleviate diſtreſs were his moſt delightful exer- 
ciſes. He was one of the nobleſt works of God, AN 
Hox EST MAN. The inſincerity he deplored in 


others, eſpecially in ſome profeſſors and miniſters of 


religion, he never indulged in himſelf: his conduct 
was the index of his heart. In the company of 
ſtrangers he was not more timid than he was unaſ- 
| ſuming 


- ( 25) 
ſuming among his intimates. . Though he had rea; 


much and was far from being deficient in knowledge, 
his words were few, and on this account he was 


often conſidered as reſerved or uninformed; but had 


he poſſeſſed leſs diffidence, or had he been more 


fully known, he would have inſpired very different 


ſentiments of his mental powers and ſocial diſpoli- 


tions. 


_— 


the holy ſcriptures from a child. He told me, a lit- 
tle time before his death, that his mind was firſt ſera- 


riouſly engaged in the eſſential purſuits. of goſpel 


truth under the miniſtry of the late Rev. Edmund 


Jones, of Pontypool, when preaching on Romans 


the thirteenth and twelfth. That the impreſſions 
made at that time were rational and ſcriptural, he 
gave abundant proof in more than twenty years 


growing conformity io Him who was holy, harm- 


leſs, undefiled and ſeparate from finners. In the en- 
zoyment of communion with God he cultivated love 
to man. By his liberality, his conſcientious deal- 


ings, his punctuality in all the duties of his ſtation, 


his unreſerved devotion to the glory of God, he ex- 
emplified the various beauties of experimental and 
practical religion, and left the world without the 
leaſt ſtain upon his moral reputation. 
In his miniſtry it was evident how much his ſoul 
was engaged. by the deſire of ſaving himſelf and 


As a follower of the Lord Jeſus his piety was 
uniform and clear. Like Timothy he had known 


them 
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them that heatd him. If his talents were not brilfi- 
ant, his aims were, and he was not without ſucceſs, 
as many in this congregation can teſtify, He was 
unequivocally a calviniſt in ſentiment, but he never 
profaned the hours ſacred to public worſhip by an 
abſtract attention to ſpeculative opinions, nor were 
thoſe hours diſgraced by filly conceits or angry in- 
vectives againſt thoſe whoſe views were not conge- 
. nial with his own. His ſermons were experimen- 
tally and practically doctrinal. They were compoſ- 
ed and preached with a view to rcnovate the heart 
and promote the love of every virtue that could .ren- 
der his people amiable and uſeful in life. You can- 
not ſoon forget his laſt addreſs, or rather I would ſay 

his laſt attempt to addreſs you, from this pulpit, on 
the important words of Paul to the Coloſſians. 
Set your affections on things above, and not on 
© things on the earth.” He then exhibited in his own 
perſon the moſt ſtriking neceſſity of ſuch an exhor- 
tation, His body was ſo emaciated, nature was ſo 
far exhauſted, that after ſpeaking a few minutes he 
was forced to retire, perſuaded that he ſhould never 
return to you again. 


Through his tedious and painful illneſs he poſ- 
ſeſſed himſelf like a man. who knew. that his re- 
deemer lived, who could without preſumption ap- 
propriate the bleſſings of that ſtate where tliere is 
neither ſickneſs, pain, nor death. But he was not 
altogether free from anxiety. He loved his family, 
he loved his people, and it was natural that he 
ſhould feel for the afflicted, deſtitute ſtate in which 

13 | he , 
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he was about to leave them. For ſeveral days after 


he was confined to his bed, his ſpirits were greatly _ 


agitated on their account. He was in this ſtate 
when he ſaid, with a degree of earneſtneſs which 
will not be eafily eraſed from my remembrance, 
* Theſe are ftrong ties, and I now find it more dif- 
* ficult to truſt God with my temporal than with 
my eternal concerns ;? yet this agitation ſoon ſub- 
fided and he was enabled to add, “but God is the 
c huſband of the widow, and the father of the father- 
© leſs.” In other interviews with him he expreſſed 
himſelf to this effect.“ What a miſerable man 
* ſhould I be in this fickneſs without religion! I 
© have not lived the life of the wicked, arid I doubt 
© not but I ſhall die the death of the righteous. 
© The pains I now endure are nothing when com- 
© pared with my deſerts, and they are working for 
* me a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. All my hopes of heaven are founded on the 
© merits of Chriſt, and to Him J ſhall eternally af- 
«* cribe all the praiſe of my falvation.* In this happy 
frame of mind your miniſter continued till the mo- 
ment when he reclined his head on his pillow and 


ſaid I am now going. May your laſt end be like 
his! 


/ 


How are you affected by this event? ſhall a 
kingdom mourn the death of a ſtateſman, of a ge- 
neral, of a chief magiſtrate, who probably while 
living was a terror and ſcourge to the earth, and can 
you be inſenſible when a miniſter of the goſpel is 
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taken away, a man whoſe whole life was devoted to 


your inſtruction and happineſs ? 


Humble yourſelves, therefore, under the mighty 
hand of God.. Your preſent circumſtances call for 
forrow, but while you mourn do not murmur. Shall 
not the judge of all the earth do right? Shall He 
not do what He will with His own? Be thankful 
that you ſo long enjoyed the gift you have loſt, and 
reſt aſſured that the Head of the church can far 
exceed all He has yet done for you, and all that you 
can poſſibly defire.—Guard againſt a ſpirit of diſ- 
cord. It is now of the greateſt conſequence that you 
be of one heart and one mind. If there be diviſions 
among you, founded in pride and ſupported by 
paſſion, you have nothing to expect but poverty and 
diſgrace. The ſhepherd is ſmitten, but why ſhould 
the flock be ſcattered? Has there been any thing 
among you contrary to brotherly loye? This ought 
to be the time for conſigning all animoſities to 
oblivion. —Confider the neceſſity of frequent and 
fervent prayer to God, that this ſolemn diſpenſation 
may be overruled for your general goqd. 


Remember that you and your miniſter are to 


meet again. Are there any who have a name and 


a place here to whom the word he has preached may 
prove a ſavour of death? Shall the man who has 


urged you to flee from the wrath to come, ſhall the 
man who loved you with ſuch ardour, and who ex- 


ertcd himſelf for you with ſuch ynremitted anxiety.— 


be 
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of aneternal ſeparation from him? Dreadful thought! 
May. God avert this condemnation, and make his 
death ſubſervient to thoſe purpoſes which were not 
effected by his life !— Thoſe of you who were con- 
vinced of fin, brought to the knowledge of the Savi- 
our, ſtimulated in the ways of duty, and encouraged 
under your ſufferings, by his inſtrumeatality,—you 
ſhall acknowledge your obligations to him before an 
aſſembled univerſe, and your redemption will prove 
the ſubjeCt of his everlaſting exultation. 


FINIS. 


be called forth in judgment againſt you at the bar of . 
impartial juſtice? Shall you experience the horrors 
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